[Effect of hormone replacement therapy on coagulation function in postmenopausal women].
To study the effect of hormone replacement therapy (HRT) on coagulation function in postmenopausal women. Fifty-two postmenopausal women were divided into three groups; placebo group (10 cases), estrogen group (19 cases) and estrogen plus progesterone group (23 cases). Twenty healthy premenopausal women served as control group. The coagulation parameters were determined before and 3, 6 months after initiation of HRT. The levels of fibrinogen and protein S in postmenopausal women were significantly higher than those in the control group. There was no difference in coagulation parameters before and after placebo administration. After 3-month HRT, the fibrinogen levels in estrogen group and estrogen plus progesterone group significantly decreased and further decreased after 6-month HRT, as compared with before HRT. A significant decrease was also noted in protein S in both groups after 3 month HRT, but returned closely to baseline after 6-month HRT. There was no significant difference in coagulation parameters between estrogen group and estrogen plus progesterone group either before or after HRT. HRT significantly decrease the levels of fibrinogen in postmenopausal women.